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From the desk of Diane Strever, Assistant Principal 

 It is hard to believe we have passed the 100 day mark and as we head into the second half of this year, my 

article his month will deal with another area of social emotional learning, social awareness.  

Social awareness is vital both to a child’s academic success as well as their social and emotional growth. This 

thinking skill facilitates a child’s ability to accurately judge their own performance and behavior, as well as 

their ability to appropriately respond to different social situations. Social awareness helps an individual to tune 

into their feelings, as well as to the behaviors and feelings of others. For example, a child successfully uses self-

awareness skills when they notice they are talking too loudly in a library where other children are trying to 

work, and then adjusts the volume or their voice to a more considerate level. 

Awareness of others can be learned through a variety of activities to share with your family.  

 Asking your kids to mentor you about one of their favorite apps or games is a great opportunity for 

children to learn about social awareness. This reversal of parent and child (or teacher and student) roles 

not only provides children with a different perspective on the ways that they use media; it helps them to 

understand this thinking skill in a more full and complete way. 

 Make get well, Valentine’s Day, or thinking of you cards for a neighbor, friend, or sibling. 

 Young students can make a poster of emotions, based on faces they find in a magazine or on the 

computer. 

 Take the opportunity when viewing TV or a movie together to discuss the perspective of characters that 

might have a different point of view. How might the outcome change? 

 Create a family collage of interests, hobbies, and careers represented in your family. 

 Have a family heirloom night, highlighting specific items (books, pictures, recipes, clothing, jewelry, 

etc.) that are passed down through your family. Discuss why are they meaningful, the history, and the 

people with whom they are associated. Display them for your family to see for a week or two. Take a 

photo (also a great idea for insurance purposes, or in case the items get lost.) 

 Have some international snacks (tortillas, Irish soda bread, fondue, sushi, pita bread, etc.) and talk about 

children who live in other parts of the world. Use a map to indicate continents or countries. Many of the 

snacks are now a permanent part of our culture in the U.S. 

Here are a few strategies you might use with video games, board games, or other technologies to help your kids 

become better teachers to you and, at the same time, improve their Self-Awareness skills: 

 Ask them to treat you as if you were from another planet (they might already do this on their own). They 

will need to describe the what, where, why, who, and how that apply to the game they are teaching you. 

 Ask them to watch you play the game or use the technology and give you feedback based upon their 

observations. Then ask them to give you feedback based upon their observations. 

 Ask them to find games they think you might like. This makes them think about your interests, your 

general skill level with games, and something they might be able to share with you. 

 Ask them to show you an app or game that they really love and explain why it is so compelling to them. 

This encourages them to think about their own interests and then effectively share that perspective with 

others. 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day to all of our children here at Frenchtown! I hope you enjoy a relaxing Presidents 

Weekend, and that the weather will allow everyone to be outside!  

 

        Diane Strever                                                                     

                                           
 

http://learningworksforkids.com/skills/self-awareness/


The importance of homework 

Students work hard every day to review and learn new materials in all subject 

areas. It is critical that students practice those skills through their homework, and 

that you as a parent understand what your child is learning. Returned homework 

is an important barometer for teachers to assess how well their students have 

understood the concepts, or if further review is needed. Even if your child 

struggles with some homework, have them try it, and attach a note with specific 

difficulties they might have had. Completed homework leads to stronger 

academic achievement, increased student confidence, and a sense of deadlines 

and discipline, important life skills.  

We ask teachers monthly to provide us with the lists of students who have 

returned 100% of their assigned homework, and those who have consistently 

returned few or none. The names of those children who have completer 100% of 

their homework are entered each month in a raffle to win a prize, and get a small 

individual prize. The classes with 100% homework returned by all students 

received a class gift.  

Beginning in February, we will be collecting the class lists again to check on 

returned homework. If your child has consistently missed homework over that 

month or several months, you will receive a letter from the school and a copy will 

go in the child’s file. Part of parental responsibility is to support the learning of 

your child, and that includes making sure homework is done.  
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REMEMBER TO READ EVERY 
NIGHT WITH YOUR CHILD!  
 
Your child will love that time 
with you.  
 
 

 

Importance of Nightly 
Reading 
 

Research shows that the more a student 
reads, the better they become. Just like 
any sport or hobby, repeated practice is 
what it takes to improve those skills.  Every 
student at Frenchtown is expected to be 
reading nightly. This expectation does not 
diminish in the upper grades.  Even if your 
child is a good reader, reading nightly 
helps to increase vocabulary and build 
fluency. Beginning or struggling readers 
need this repeated practice in order to be 
more automatic with high frequency words 
and to build fluency.   
 

 

Reminder 
 

Students in Grades K-2, please make 
sure you put your name and room 
number on your FREE calendar when 
you turn it into your teacher. Mrs. Joyce 
cannot give you credit if you do not do 

this! 
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monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday 
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FT Reading 
Department 

February 2017 



FRENCHTOWN ELEMENTARY 

Citizens of the Month 

January 
 

Grade One 

Mrs. Gambardella Fally Greenwood  

Mrs. Mordecai Brody Cook 

Mrs. Rodrigues Zachary Jordan 

Mrs. Shinnick Justin Ngo 

 

Grade Two 

Mrs. Angon  Ian Mogensen 

Mrs. Boyle  Brody McGee 

Mrs. Pereira  Mia Romano 

Mrs. Tuohy  Camila Matute 

  

Grade Three 

Mrs. Atwood  Ron Mercado 

Mrs. Cretella  Nathaniel Grashow 

Mrs. Martins  Rachel O’Brien 

Ms. Pugliese  Grace McShane 

Ms. Sansone  Linh Tran 

 

Grade Four 

Mrs. Carley  Olivia Gibson 

Mr. Fiore  Charlotte Lewis 

Mrs. Weinstein Viet Tran 

 Mrs. Wolfe  Katie Pollock 

 

Grade Five 

Mrs. Alfano  Anna Geraghty 

Ms. Demshak  Savannah Pile 

Mrs. Ferraro  Liam Hilleary 

Mrs. Gaspar  Talia Cook 

Mrs. Grunow  Philip Szpara 
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